BRIT1ISH MYRIAPOD GROUE
Newsletter - Qotober 1984

ﬁ}d“z%' ‘ i Honorary Editor - D T Richardson

MILLIPEDE SURVEY D T Richardson

Response to my regquest for new records, which appeared in the November 1983
Newsletter, has not been great. Just over 1500 individual records have been
received but 1000 of these were from Dr Adrian Rundle. The millipede workshop,
which I ran for Mrs P Copson at Warwick Museum in May, generated almost 250
records, with several new species for the county. Several surprise packages
from Charles Rawcliffe resulted in Peebles, Selkirk, Edinbury and Linlithgow
having their distinction, as being the moet poorly recoréed vice-counties in
Great Britain, eliminated once and for all. Over 100 records resulted from
the Brancaster meeting, and regular contributions arrive from Dr Steve Hopkin
and Keith Alexander. Thank you all very much.

No doubt the almost unprecedented dry weather we have enjoyed for the last 5
months has contributed to the paucity of records, but may I again ask you all
to.go out 'and do some collecting and to help swell the records for the Survey.

As for materiai submitted for identification, no one has had to wait more than
7 days for an answer. S

All completed record cards, specimens for ildentification and enquiries related
to the scheme (except requests for supplies of recording cards) ghould be
addressed to: D T Richardson, 5 Calton Terrace, Skipton, North Yorkshire,
BD23 2AY. Telephone No: Skipton (0756) 5284,

BMG/BISG MEETING - BRANCASTER 1984 : Andy Heay

Yet again, the opportunity to meet and chat together has proved to be one of
the most valuable aspects of our field meetings. The field work produced many
interesting millipedes, less 30 . for the centipedes. Conditlons were cer-
tainly not at their best, with the dryest spring for some 80 years, and it is
a tribute to the collecting skills of the members that so many species were
found. We must extend our thanks to the organilsers, Dick'qbnes and Tony Irwin,
for the hours of work that they must have put in, on our behalf, to ensure a
successful meeting.

A number of "regulars" were sadly missed from this occcasion, We hope that they
will be asble to attend the next field meeting to be arranged by Steve Hopkin
at Bangor in North Wales (see detalls enclosed).



Centipedes recorded in Norfolk - April 1984
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CENTIPEDE MISCELLANY Tony Barbex

Vice~county Digtribution - Centipedes (Table page 5)

The present list is the final one of thres covering the distribution of centipedes
in the British Isles. Like the others it im an update of a previous list. It
should be treated with scme cawntlion as errors may have crept in and it includes
Bll the older literature records with a few obvioug anomaliies missed out. It is
bhoped that in future a computer listing, based only on records (including litera-
ture} in the recording system, will be available. However it is useful to give

& general idea of poorly recorded aveas,

Channel Isglands records are not includad; it iz hoped to give an account of these
in a subsequent nawsleitter; weanwhile further records from these islands and
from Brittany are urgentiy vequired. Records from the Scillies are not distingu-
ighed but there are clearly some possibilities of rare or new British species
cccurring there. Weork om en old colloction of F Turk produced some interesting
geophilomorphs, including one not so far identifiasble type, from a wood. New
collections urgeatly needed from the Sciliies.

Vorst recorded arsna of Southern England are Suffolk, Esgex, Northamptonshire,
Wiltshire and Mommeuth (CGwent). There are few modern records from Cambridge.

Provisional sntles of Centipeden

With the plamned introduciion of now re¢cording cards at the beginning of 1985
{see News mection), it is intended to summarise the result of the initial survey
(1870-1984) in a provisional atlas. BRC iz currently processing and checking
records. It is essentlal that all remaining records should reach Tony Barber

or Andy Keay ns scon as possible aud by the end of December at the latest,

It is hoped that the provisiomal atlas will be published towards the end of 1986.

Geophilus pusillifrater Verhoeff

A species answering to this description wae collected by John Lewis in Sussex. -
Dick Jones now has a specimen frow & rock orevice in West Cornwall. Elsewherae
it is recorded from Jugoslaviz; clearly there could well be a nomenclatural
problem here since such a diatribution pattern is odd, to say the least.
Meanwhile, one might emticipate further Bpecimens occurring on the South/West/
Welsh coasts,

The "migging" British Centipedes

Certain species of centipade are listed as British and as such may have appeared
on the recording cerd but have so far failed to turn up in recent collections,

Lilthoblus erythrocephalus C.L. Koch

This has a genoral European distribution including the Netherlands but no
relisble recent British records. seem to exilst,

It has been described as up to 16 mm long, chestnut brown, anteanae about
30 articles, foreipular coxosternite with 2 + 2 rather blunt teeth and no
lateral shoulderﬁ. Tergites © and 11 almost right angled, accessory claw
on last legs, female gonopod spurs 2 + 2 long and slender,



Lithobius tenebrosus Meinert (= nigrifrons)

4 species widespread in Scandinevia but with no modern British records.

Up to 14 mm long, brown to dark brown, antennse 36-~43 articles, forcipular
coxosternite 2 + 2, Posterior sngles of T9, Tli, T13 with blunt projections,
claw of 15th leg singie, females gonoped spurs 2 + 2 rather sguat.

Lithobius agilis C.L. Koch

A widespread Buropean specles; specimens of L. tricuspis may key out here,
There are only two old Irish records from the British Isles.

Lithobius lapidicola Meinert

British specimens assigned to this species are to be regarded as L. borealid
and redord card data for the two will be amalgamated., L. borealis character-
istically has the accessory prafemoral spine on the 15th lega. Any doubtful
specimens should be referred on. Confusingly, L. borealis in the Noxrth tends
to have projections on T9 which may make separation from L. melanops diffi- '
cult,

Schendyla zonalis Brol. & Rib.

There are no recent records of this gpecies from Britain but specimens of
8. nemorensis from the Seuth Coast should be checked, It gseems to be &
Mediterranean animal, but thut dees not necessarily mean it does not occur
in Britain,

Pachmerium ferrugineum (C.L. Koch)

A very widespread and distinciive species occurring from Scandinavia to
the Mediterranean, this was raecorded by John Lewis from the Sussex coast.
It has not, apparently, been recorded from the French Atlantie ceoast.

Up to 50 mm long, reddigh yellow, 43-45 pairs of legs, numerous small pores
on coxae of last lege, hboth dorsally and ventrally.

Coastal areas eg under mossg, stones etc, in coastal woodland/scrub perhaps
on Bcottish coast. '

(feophilus proximuys C.L. Eoch

This has similarities to G. insculptus but has a normal c¢law on the second
maxillae compared to the tubercle of the latter species, It does not have
the 1solated coxal pore on the last legs.

It is known from fcandinavia and the Netherlands and might possibly occur
in Britain although all early records are assigned to ¢. insculptus.

Scutigera coleoptrata (L)

We still await modern British reports of this, which are likely to be from
buildings and it may not even be recognised as a centipede. It did persist
in & Bcottish brewery for a number of years in the nineteenth century and
there have been odd reports from greoenhouses, It ls reported from Jersey
but more records to ciarify ite status there would he useful,

Lamictinus coeculus (Broi.)

This ls a very small lithobiid (up to 5 mm long, on ocelll, rather short
antennae, likely to be only females) has been found in greenhouses in :
Donmark, Finland, Sweden, PFrance and Italy. It is also known from Auatralia,
Hawaii, Mexice, Cuba and Tanzania.

It would be worth locking for in Beitain in greenhouses, amongst soil and

plant pots - it may have been missed, being mistaken for juveniles of snother
speclies such az Lithobius microps.
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FLORESCENCE IK GEOPHILUS OSQUIDATUM Andy Keay

On the 4th March 1984 iwo immature specimens of G. osquidatum were found in the
Avon Gorge (vc 34) Map Ref. 31/5674. Hoth were located under stones lying on
the ground surface within an area of gcruk woodland with a ground flora of

Ivy (Hedera helix).

¥hen collected, bcth apecimens appeared to be sky-blue in colour for the
poeterior two thirds of the body length. This colouring remained for some
three weeke even though the specimens were lmmersed in 70% alcohol.

Several days after their initial collieetion the specimens were exposed under

an ultra-violet lamp. This caused boih specimenz to floresce with a bright
blue/green hue for the posterior two~thirds of their body length. Examination -
of the specimens suggest that this is csused solely by s decretion on the cuticle
which can bBe removed by slight scraping.

At the time of collection in March it was suggested that the blue colouration
wags due to the cold weather, If this i8 830 we have found z new ald for weather
forecasting to go with the estsblished fir cone and seaweed which our forecasters
must nlready use!

WANTED

WANTED: SPECIMENS Andy Keay

Geophilug carpophagus from Urban/suburban sites.

Chaetechelyne vesuviana with full detalls of habitat, microsite etc.
WANTED: CENTIPEDES OF THE BRITISH ISLES

Copies of Dr Eason's (1964) book "Centipedes of the British Isles”
published by Warne have now apparently become slmost 1mpossih1e to
obtain, and fetch prices far above the publication price. Anyone
with a copy they do not use, is asked to contact Dick Jones who wants
a copy for Kings lLynn Museum,

WANTED: EUROPEAN MYRIAPODS
Any centipedes or millipedes obtained whilst on holiday in Europe
will be welcomed by the European Myrizpod Survey. In the first instance
Desmond Kime or Tony Barber will act as clearing-houses for material.

NEWS

Bulletin of the British Myriapod Group

The revival of the Bulletin ie bhelng actively discussed and updated versions
of articles submitted to the previous {unissued) volume, and new meteriazl
would be most welcoue.

Tony Barber has asgreed to act as cc-ordinator for the present, so pleaae submit
‘material to him.



® New Recordiﬁg Card

New style "Eurocards" will be used for recordling both millipedss and centipedss
in the British Isles, as from 1st January 19835.

The new cards are desligned for general BW Euzopasn ugss and will aliow divscl
comparison between the faunas of diifarent countrios, with differsnt specles
118ts but the same habitat categories (sultably transiated) heing used by
participants in the European Myriapod Survey.
RA 13 (Miliipedes) will be replaced by Ra 58
RA 14 (Centipedesd) will be replaced by RA 58
The mew cards, apd instractions for thelr use, will he aveilsble from BHC Iin
early December. Please return your orider forw {(enclosed), as socn 28 pussgible,
.to BRC.
® BMG/BISG MEETING 1685
Details of the April 1883 meeting are enclosed. Plerse return the asparasie
form to Steve Hopkin if you are interested in aettending.
@ DBMG/BISG MEETING LOBE
What sbout looking ahead and giving some thought to where wa could/or would
1ike to meet in 1986, No time like the present - these things take some
organisation. Any propossls to Doug Richerdson, Tony Barber or Paul Harding (BRC).

® KEXT BMG KEWSLETTER

Material intended for the next Newsletter should be forwarded to Doug
Richardszon by 30th June 1880,

ADDRESSES FOR CORRESPONDENCE

Barber, A.D. Department of Science & Mathematies, Plymouth College of

¥urther Pducation, Kings Road, Devonpori, Plymoutk PL1 5Q4,
BRC Monks Wood Experimentazl Station, Abbote Kiptoa,
Huntingdon, Cambs PEL1Y 214,
Hopkin, Dr B.P. Dapt,uf Pure & Applied Zoolopy, University of Reading,
: Whiteknights, Reading RGE GAJ.
Reay, A, 46 Albany Road, Newport, Isle of Wight, ?630 HJA,
Kime, K.D. 3 Bquare Maos, 1630 Linkebeek, Belgiuam.
Jones, R. The Lyun Museum, Kings Lyan, Rorfolk, PE3O 1NL.
- Richardéon, D.T. B Caiton'Terrace, Calton Road, Skiptaa, North Yorkshire,

BD23 24AY, :



