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OBITUARY  
STEVE HOPKIN 
18 January 1956 – 19th May 2006 
 
Steve had so many talents that it is difficult to know where to start in writing about him.  
Accomplished researcher, author, lecturer and supervisor he was also an excellent photographer, 
especially of invertebrates, and, in addition, was interested in art and music. 
 
Born in Leigh, Lancashire, Steve lived his childhood years in Buckinghamshire and was educated at 
Dr Challoner’s Grammar School before reading Zoology at Bristol University.  After graduating he 
moved to Bangor to undertake research for a PhD on crab physiology before moving back to Bristol 
for a post doctoral position and then being offered a lectureship at Reading University.  By the time 
he moved to Cornwall he was Senior lecturer. 
 
I first met Steve in Amsterdam in 1984 and for both of us it was our first International Myriapod 
Congress.  The other British delegates were much more distinguished than us and were staying in 
much more expensive hotels so we found ourselves at the equivalent of Fawlty Towers – a chaotic 
tall thin Dutch hotel, Steve in the basement and myself in the attic!  Along with the Norwegian Åge 
Simonsen we travelled to the Congress together daily and generally ‘got on well’.  I have a lot to be 
thankful to Steve for, as subsequent to that first meeting he gave me lifts to myriapod field 
meetings, told me about a PhD studentship in Bristol that he was to have supervised (but got his 
lectureship in Reading as it started) and three years later he was my external examiner for that same 
PhD.  My viva was on Christmas Eve and several of his comments on my thesis (in pencil!) had a 
decidedly light hearted Christmas theme. 
 
Steve’s appearance (casual and always in jeans) gave him an air of approachability, he never 
seemed remote to beginners and was always willing to help new people at field meetings.  Despite 
this he had clear priorities and resisted the temptation to be drawn into projects that he was not 
interested in.  Perhaps this was one of the reasons that he was so productive – I could never quite 
understand how he achieved so much in a normal working day.  He was also very strict over 
ensuring his home life was not compromised by work and his family was always a high priority for 
him. 
 
Many of his scientific publications have broken new ground, contributing greatly to our knowledge 
of ecotoxicology and biology of invertebrates.  His books and identification keys will continue to be 
essential reading for many years to come.  His ability to make these accessible to all, including 
beginners, by including occasional light hearted touches such as the ‘famous five’ woodlice I am 
sure has added to their appeal. 
 
Steve’s strong passion for taxonomy and basic natural history re-directed his work in recent years 
from more applied pollution related studies to lesser-known groups such as Collembola.  Through 
this he was instrumental in encouraging many under graduates to become interested in ‘real 
animals’ for example through his spider course.  Steve also contributed greatly to zoology by 
supervising students for higher degrees. 
 
It is particularly sad that just as Steve had started to find a new life in Cornwall and once again was 
a regular attender at field meetings and had agreed to become Chairman of the British Myriapod 
and Isopod Group that he should be taken from us.  
 
In reflecting on the times we spent together I am reminded of two incidents in particular that 
illustrate his sense of fun.  First, in a café in Vittorio Veneto (Italy), during a break from the formal 
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Myriapod conference proceedings, a few of us had gone for a drink.  Steve and Wolfgang Dohle 
from Germany egged each other on until they both ordered gigantic iced coffees complete with 
more cream and ice cream than you can imagine.  Then they sat like a couple of school boys eating 
them with long spoons and enjoying every minute. 
 
Later during the same conference we had an excursion into the mountains.  Over a picnic someone 
began an impromptu concert of ‘National Songs’ from the many countries represented.  While the 
British contingent dithered over what our ‘National’ Song was Steve stepped forward and gave a 
rendition of ‘Side by side’ the song about a newly married couple going to bed on their wedding 
night when the husband discovers that his new wife has … a wooden leg, a wig, false teeth etc., and 
ends ‘I sat on the chair as there was more of her there!’.  We were all astounded as we hadn’t 
realised Steve could sing as well as write books! 
 
In the years that I knew Steve his appearance never changed regardless of the event or situation and 
he never seemed to age.  As we grow older each year Steve will remain in our minds forever young. 
 
I and my colleagues extend our sympathies to Steve’s widow, son and parents. 
 
 
Helen Read 
 
 
 

 
 
Steve Hopkin at an exhibition of photography during the Ento’03 conference at Reading University 
Photograph by Amanda Callaghan 
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