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THE HISTORY OF FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS AND SERPENTS AND
INSECTS

T. MUFFET

An extract from the above book was sent to us by Paul Richards of Sheffield Musuem.
It was published in 1658 by E.C. of London. Unfortunately it is rather difficult to
reproduce clearly but makes entertaining reading.

Concerning the Scolopendre and Fuli.

HE Scolopendre, and Fulirand Cheefelips march in the laft rank. They far furpafs in the number
Tof their feer, Cacterpillers, Staphylini, and Whurlworms, andall kindes of Infects, whence
they are called Many-feerby a peculiar name belonging to them. Arifforle cals this Scolopen~
dra 5 Theophraftusy Scolopia s Diofcorides (from the deftruttion of Serpents) cals it Ophioftone
Varinus and Hefychinscall it Amphydes phaganon 5 others, Ehl, aud fome call 1t Thoufand-feets and
Many-feer ; the vulgar Greeks callic Scoloperra ; the Latines alfo call this Scolopendra and Sepas
and dirty-hogs and hundred-feet thoufand-feet, many-feer ; Which chree laft names alfo they give to
Fauti. InHebrew they call it Ghazam ; in Arabick, Alcamptia, and Alamnizs as Silvaticns tefti-
fies; Albertuscalsic Almuga, Alrapwas in the Polith Tongue, Stomogroback s Gaflankas in the i
Hungarian Tongue, Zones, Hiragopap, Matzkaia; in High Dutch, Ein naflel; in Italian, Cento- T b¢ Name,
pede Vermi ; in Frenchy Chenilley Millepied ; in Englithy Scolopender and Manyfoor. In my judge-
ment it differs as far from Fulus, as a fea Loblter from a Crewis, They areindeed like tc one ano-
ther, bur thefe are alwales lefs, nor arethey fo mifchievous when they bite, nor fo veno~
mous.

The great earth Scolopender is as long and thick as you have it pictured ; the colour of the bo-
dyis black from brown, and thining. To every incifion a yellow little foot is joyned, thar is,
inthe feveral fides fixcy. Irgoeth forward and backward with equal eafe, For it goes with the
head forward, and wich the tail forward ; and therefore Nicander and Rhodoginus call it two heads..
It hach the part berween the headand belly not fingle, but munifold ; whence it comes to pafs
thac chis kinde can live though it be curin funder. ~ This Scolopender being provoked bites fo
fharply, thac Ludovicus Armarns (swho gave me one broughe out of Africa) could fearce endure
him to bite his hand, though he had a good glove on, and a double finnen cloth ; for he firook
his forked mouth deep into the clothyand hung a long time,and would hardly be (hiken off,

r was brought from new Hi/paniols, which had on the midit of the backa flame co-
1ou‘?§jolriii to adomuigt ; and ared fide, gxd colour of the hair fetic forch. Tt had feet like ro hairs,
and lifting it felf uponthemall, ic ran very fwiftly: Eth‘lS worrhy of the greatelt admuanon, thae
Narure having given to this creature a fmall head, yet it hath given memory to 1t and cherule
of reafon, not in pints and pitchers, but in the largeft meafure. For feeing it h_zth feet innume-
rable as Rowers, and many of them are from the Rudder the head ara great diftance, yecevery
one knows his own office, and as the head dire&s, fo they all frame their mocion,
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Another was broughe tous from St. Auguffines Promontory out of India, fomething greater
in body and feet : which had 70 black and blewincifions, and twice as many light red fee,
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1 doube not buc more forts of Scolopenders may be found, of almof all colours excepe green
yet eArdeynus makes mention of one that wasgreen, Each of them hathan inbred properey,to
go totheroots of (word grafs (as Theophraftus thinks), Buc Robertus Conftantinus delerves to be
whipt, and (o doth Srephamus that followes him, and Ardoynus himlelf, who invent thata Sco.
lopender is firfta Serpent, then hath eight feet, then a horn in ics taily and laftly, it is a flow goer,
Albertnss Rhodoginuss Avicenna, are to‘Ec blamed alfo, whoaffirm rafhly, that no Infe& hach
above twenty feet, and they pue the Scolopender in that number, Yet Nicander cals him two
headed in thefe verfes :

The Scolopender hath each end a head;
And ftings with bothy untill that men be dead :
With feet likg ores he wafts himfelf alng, &c.

Yet by thefavour of fo great an Author, Imighe fay chat he hath but one head ; though he can
as eafily move forward or backward wich his rail conducting him, as with his head. And chis 1
believe deceived Nicander and others.  Bue he fzich farther, thar he bites at both ends ;s whichis
as falfe as the former; for he bites only wich his forked mouth, and hurts not wich his tails
otherwaies than by a venomous touch, and by putring forth poyfonous bloud.

Oppianns holdsirto be more fierce than the {ex Scolopender, and (o it is indeed : and I great-
Iy woi:der that Grevinus Parifienfiss upon no authority, in his Book of Venomes fhould op-

ofe this.

P All Hiftories teftifie that chis creature is dangerous and venomous, andfo much the more as
itis morehairy, We readin o£fan chat the Rhytienfes were driven out of their City by the
multitudes of thefe creatures : and Zheophrafins affirms the like concerning the Obrerieres in
Pliny : therefore though we have ranked'che Scolopenders inthe lat place, yet in executing di-
vine vengeance, they may fometimes challenge the firit place, Countrey people do'judge of
fair weather by the frequent coming forch of the Scolopenders 5 and when they bide themfelves
they forethew rain, as Marcellus Virgilins hath noted on Diofcorides. They have thefe nfes in Phy-
fick. Ifthey beboyled in Oyl, they take oft hair with a lirtle pricking, Gal, 11. Simpl. and Ae-
tius Lib. 7. They are enemies to Wiglice, that are moft ftinking creatures, and kill chem with
their breach, or ear them alive,  Again, Wiglice being either taken inwardl y> or anointed out-
wardly, are a remedy for their bitings, by a reciprocal, and 1s it were emulating antipathy, as is
manifclt from Pliny, and Ardoyins i, 6. concerning poyfons. Whenthe lind Scolopender hath
bitten, the place is'all black andblew, putrefies and fwels, and looks like to the dregs of red
Wine, and s vlcerated withthe firft bie. e£ginera. Aerins adds that the pain is intolerable,
Diofcorides faith the whole body pricks., All hold thar this bite is incurable, and will admic al-
molt no remedy. It hath (faith Auazarbeus) fympromes, prevention, and cure, the fame as for
the finging of a Viper, k. 6.¥. 23. Againft this difeafe fome things are taken inwardly, fome
things are applied ourwardly, ~

Amongft inward Remedies; oA gineta commends Trifoly that fmels like Bicumen, drank wich
Wine. Diefcor. approves much of wild Rue, the roor of ‘Dragons braifed, the root, feeds, and
flowers of Afphodill, the branches and leaves of Serpol, Calaminth, the roots of Fennel and
Birthwort, given with pure Wine, or Wine and Oyl Afuarins gives Nix with Wine, Pliny
commends Salc with Vinegar, or rather the froth of Salt as being the betrer. Alfo he highly
elteems of Horfe-mints, or wilde Penniroyal takenin Wine, Aesius bids give Wormwood and
Mints with Wine,

As for ontward Remedies; firft fcarifiethe place hurt, make deep incifion, and draw out the ve-
nome by Cupping-glaffes ; then put in the juice of the lefler Centory, boyle wirha third part
of fiveet Wine to the confiltence of Honey, and bindea leather over it for eight or fourteen
dates.  Then foment the place with a fpunge dipt in hot Wine, and this isa certain cure for
the bite of a Scolopender.  Anonymas. Pliny alfo prefcribed divers remedies forir, as the dregs
of Vinegar, wafhing the place wich Vinegar, the flowerof Miller with liquid pitch, Burter with
Foncy, the green Figs of the wilde fig-tree with Verches and Wine, the Urine of the patient
wrr and of a Wether, burnt Salt anointed with Vinegar and Honey, wilde Penniroyal wich Salts
Salc with Tar and Honey, wilde Cummin with Oyl'; and all kindes of Maiden-hairs. Diofeor
rides commends Garlick, with Fig-leaves and Cummin, and with Verch Meal and Wine, alfo

the leaves of Calamint; and burne Barley with Vinegar ; alfo he commends a Fomentarion mnda}
G
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of fowre Pickle: Archigenes bids foment the pare wich Allum-water : e £ginera (aith, wich miuch
hot Oyl.  Noesmius prefcribes hot Oyl of Rue. -

Some commend exceedingly both ourwardly and irwardly fuch things as are given againft che
biting of a Shrew.  Arifferle wrices that the Scolopenders are deluded and drawn forch with the
fume of liquid Storax, and are eafily taken whilelt chey ftick to che clamminefs of it

) Of the Fuli,

HE kindes of the Juli follow next : whichi the Greeks call "Téaés 5 andthar as 1 think DOt 1y f1ames

from their down, but from the tails of Walnues and fmal Nuts, whofe hair being faftned in ¢
a hard fubftance, reprefents chefe Cats-tails, whencethey had the namesof Juli. Iknow the
Latines call them #x4, but I{hould call them Gadleys.  For Lycophron called the Galleys of Pa-
r# that were fiviftwith muny ores, 'lenomilss. Nicander applies the fame {imilitude to Scolo-
penders ; whence ic may ealily appear, that Juliand Scolopenders are like one to the other. The
Spapiards call thefe Censopeas : the Italians,Cento gambi, 1t may be the Englifh after me will call
chem Gally-worms : Numenius alfo called earch-worms black jull,as Arbenens witnelleth /ib.7.

Black Julithat feedon earthare called the earths bowels ; yer unlefs they have many feet

they cannot be numbred or named amongtt the Juli. Juli dre as I faid, fhorc Scolopenders,
that for the number of cheir feer, exceed not only Hoglice, and all Cacterpillers, buralfo all
other Infets. Some Juliare {mooth, others hairy, I lawa {mooth one in a Cabbage Lertice
as thick as a fmall river bulrufh, and of the faime magnitude you fee
it here: ir hada very black head, the back was of a golden co-
lour, the belly was filver coloured from gray, the inciions and
hairy feer were fo many that they eifily overcame both theeyes
and memory. Thefecond was all black, except a white line,
which was drawn down the back, firaight from head to the il
The third was a decayed yellow, his head and feet were red;
the failyards, and the hairs grewing nearthe cail, were black ahd
blew, If youpaint the fourth with abody blackith red, and his
feer and failyards lighter; you have righcly fet him out: we
caught fome of thefe coming forth of mofs growing on the
barks of trees, and others lurking under trees and rotten logs,
1 could meet bue with two hairy ones,  The firlt was white of this
formand figure, it crepeon a wall, the fhort hairs that grew on
twere black, The fecond had ablack and blewifh belly, and a back fpotred wich an uncom-
ly yellow. The mouth was red, a black eye,the hairs were hoary, It lies hid in old decayed
trees between the bark and the wood § and alfo amongft ftones thar are overgrown with mofle
and thick downyhair, Allthefe Gally-worms, if they be touched roll themfeltves up, and become
round. 1cannot tell whether they are venomous or not,buc if they be, Oh:ppy Pesnins, who di-
vers rimes with his bare hand provoked and killed them, and yet was never bicten nor hurt by
them. George Agricola tels us of a Gally-worm of a brazen colour (but he cals it a Scolopender)
his words artthefe: A little Scolopenderisbred and lives in the logs of trees, or in polts driven
into the earth, (whence it hach its name) remove thefe or flir them, and it will come forth;
otherwife it alwaies lurks there, It hathno feathers, but hath many feer : when it creeps it lifts
up the middle of 2 body like a vaule: if youtouch it with a lictle wand or any other ching, it
rols it {elf together, Itis of a brazen colour, a flender body, not bioad, but three fingers long, or
atmoftfour.

Alfo it is found in another forny, almolft in the very fame places, wich a {fender round bodythe
thicknefs almoft of achread, of an allayed bright bay colour, the feet are fo many and fo fmall,
thacicis impoffible to number them. It is four fingers broad in length; it remains under rot-
ten trees and plants,  Awicenna makes the Scolopender (which is alfo a Gally-worm) to have
44 feetonly, and to bethe palmof ones hand long; fo mall and {lender, that ic can creep inte
the ears, Lib. 4. Fex. 6. tratt. 5. cap. 19. This creature, faich he, hath no venome, or but very
weak, and caufeth no great pain: which is prefently taken away with the flowers of Afphodils,or
with Salt mingled with Vinegar, Our Gally-worms ({aith Gefner) if they be inthe Houfes,they
will come together to St. Thomas Sugar, thatis the moft pure, (as Mice doto the beft Cheefe).
Our Countreyman Bruerss (2 skilful and laborious fearcher of Nature) reports that he hath feen,
here in Englasd Scolopenders, and kepe thems, that fhined in the night, and in mofly and broo-
my grounds fhined with theirwhole body : who was no lier, and I willingly give credit to him;
and o much the rather, becaufe Owiedws faith he obferved the fame innew Hifpaniola inthe
fields, and Cordas did the like in Germany in moitt cellars. It feems frange that Plurarchre-
lates, Lib, 8. Sympof. problem. 9. thata firipling at Azhens caft up 2 fraall ragged creaturs, toge-
ther witha gréat deal of feed : it had many feet, and walked exceeding faft.

The Galley-worm found in cellers, bumt to powder, doth wonderfully provoke Urine, Ae-The Ufe
rala.  The bloud of Galley-worms, with the moiiture prefled out of Hog-lice, is a divine and
excellent remedy to take away the white {pors of the eyes. Armold. Brev. 1. cap. 18.

And thus much for Galley-worms, concerning whofe Natures, I paffe ever the opini-
ons of Hefichiusy Ariftotles Nicanders Lycophrons Ardoynssy becaufe they are various, bue
not true.
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